HOLY AMBITIONS
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"Make a gulet life your ambition." I Thess, 4:11.
"T mede it my smbition not to preach the gospel where Christ's name was already
knovm. Remens 15:20 {Weymouth)}.

There is a well-known saying thet if you give a dog & bad neme 1t sticks to it.
There are individusls who aﬂfcrtunauely get = bad neme, and it is very Siffienld
for them to throw it off. Tt is just the seme with words. Some words geb an
mnfortunate definition, and it is not easy teo cast off their sinister assoelatlon.
thmbition® is & word of this sort. It is ofien set forth in lilterature im s bad
sense,

It is, of course, an wohappy fact thet ambition has oftern wrecked men and threatened
to wreck the world. When 1%t takes the tigerish form of a Inst for power, or the
hyens~-like shape of a eraving for wealth, or the saskelike movements of a passion
50? revenge, there is no” Helling whet dark and dire consequences will follow,

Tt is ambition viewsed in this ugly way that has lad to so many fierce demwmclations

of it., Walter Savage landor said thst "Ambition is bubt evarice on ghilts and mesked.”
Sir Willism D'avenant calls it "the mind's immodesty."” Robert Burton cried indignant-
1y, "iwhition, a proud covebousness, or a dry thirst of henor, z great torture of the

mind, composed of envy and covebtousness, a gallant madness; one defines it a pleasant

noison,”

. ¥et in 811 fairness one has Yo say that thers is znother side o the matber. What is
a3

ambition but desire mingled with resolution? If the desire can be directed toward

evil ends, it can be di rewtea also toward good ends. If there can be depraved ambition,
there can be holy embitiom alse. And this, obvicusly, iz Psul's contention. Ac-
copding to the gospel which Paul preached, God does net save men by destroyving theme-
that wonld not be salvetion at 231 -- but He savss them by re&eemlng them, THe takes
their desirves, their wolitions, their hopes, their fesars, and cleanses them, reshapes
and redirects them, sanctifies them. He does thet very thing with a man's ambitions.
ind when He does, behold the happy resulil

Iet 18 mee whaet it is; as exemmllfwe& by the Apostle Paul, for he cerbainly hed holy
ambitions.

A Holy Ambition Has An Upwerd Look Which Concerns Itself With The Mobive OF Iife.

Mle make it our ambition, whether being abt home or being from home; ro please Him."
IT Cor. 5:9. By "home" Paul mesns one'ls life In this present moriel body. The
Christisn, says Peul, sometimes feels a kind of dilemmas: is 1t bebtter for him to be
g Chrigtian on earth where his testimony is nesded, or a Christian in heaven where
his vision of the risen form of Christ will be perfected? Paul's conclusion is %hat,
while each possibility has its advantape over the other, there is one thing that is
of suprems 1mpor+ance, and that is to have and Yo hold the approval of Jesus Christ.

Themasg Yates sald, "When a men lets you into the secrel of his ambitions ke is giving
you the master-key to his mind.® Well, the master-key to Psulls mind, during 1l
those vears that he was burning like s torch for the Christian cause, wes just the
one simple, splendid, consuming ambition to plesse Christ Jesus the Iord.
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(nee he had tried to please the Pharisees. Once he had sought to please himeslf,

Once he had endeavored to please his teachers. That day wes gone -- and gone forever.
4 new get of gears had been put into the machinery of his soul, and a mew governor
attached., Just one thing mattered now: was he pleasing the Redsemer who had died

for Fim? That was the master-motive of Paulfs life. His chief desire was to plesse
Christ. W¥hether here in the bedy or at home yonder in the Father'!s house, he counld
conceive of no mobive so lofty. He was anmbitious to please Christ perfectly. Why

was Paul so ambitious to please Christ?®

1. Becsuse he had come to knew Christ ag his Saviecur.
Ye was willing teo do whatever Christ wanted him to , and to believe vhat Te
wanted him to believe, because his Lord had taken awasy his blindness and had
enabled him to behold grester glories than he had sver beheld,

2. Because he was aasured of victory over desath,
What a glorious thing it is to be agsured of victory over death through Jesus
Ohrigt] The more asgured of iriumph over death & believer becomes, the more the
desire to please Christ wells up within him. '

3. Because he Iknew thalt he had to azppesr before the Judgment seat of Christ.
He says, "For we must a1l appear before the judgment sest of Christ; that
everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath doms
whether it be good or bad.® In that doy 211 ovr motives will be made ¥mown, all
our feithful service in the name of Ok ‘b rewarded, 21l cur sacrifice repaid,

g1l of eour bonors determined.

4. Because the love of Christ constrained him,
Christts love for Psul impelled or urged him om. Christ's love for us, which He
demonstrated on the eross, urges all true believers to endeavor te please Him in
a1l things,

A eritical presgent-day need is to rescus religion from the cold hands of duty and
ritual and orgenization, and lay it in the warm arms of a personsl experience of Jesus
Christ and His compelling love, Most men do not need just to be tavght better morals,
but they need to be shaken and shaped by better motives. As a rule they do not curse
the good; they simply hy-pass it. They do not shout a defense of wrong:; they merely.
shuffle into it. Robert Browwming put it this wey:
*The real God function

Is to furnish a motive and Iinjunction

Por vractising vhat we lmow slready,®
That "real God Tunctien® ig whalt we see in Christ. In Fim we find more than 1ife's
design; we find life's dynamic, When we surrender to Him, and allow the flame of His
love to purify our motives and azims to the point where our superlative: joy in 1ife is
to have His pleasure and aspproval, then we find thet these principles and preceptls
teke care of themselves.

Over a century ago David Livingstone was out there in derkest Africa, an explorer and
missionary whose gellant career hag thrilled the world for these many yesrs. Whal

sent him there, leaving Ffamily and friends so far behind im his beloved Britain?

What keot him there apid hungers, thirsts, fevers, hostile savages and stalking heasts?
Say what you will, 1t waes ambltion. No Fannibal or Napoleon was ever more certainly
driven by ambition than was David Livingstone. But what sn awbition} It was the sort
of ambition thatwould have sent up a shout of praise from Panl. Yet get a fine glimpse
of it in a2 letter which Livingstone wrote from z lonely spot in Africa in Septewber of
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1843: "Thet hymm of St, Bernard's on the Name of Christ rings in my esrs zs T wander

*

over the wide, wide wildernsss, Jesu duleis memoria,

"Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness £ills the brsasi,
t sweetor far Thy face to ses;
And in Thy presence rest.”
There you have it! Ambition, cleansed and hsllowed, gziving to 1life its one uiterly
worthy mobtive ~-- the deathless desire for the apvroval of Christ Jesusl

4 Foly fmbition Has An YTnward look Which Concerns Ttself With The Manmer OF Life.

In writing to the Thessalonians Paul ssid;, "We erhort vou, brethren $0 .c... make a
quiet 1ife your ambition; and to mind your owm business, and work with your hends.”
The azbnormsl excitement and impractical drsswiness, against vwhidh Panl fommd it
egessary nore than onece to warn these early Christisns, grew out of s false view of
the second coming of Christ. Chrizi's rebturn from heaven in "sower snd grest glory!
is at hand, they szid. 8o why carry on the ordinsry huwm.drum scbivities of 1ife?
They began, instead, to plume themselves for their flight throush the blue. That is
wrong, wrote the Apegtie. TYou are ever ito be ready for the lord's return, but mesn-
while you sre to sonduet yourselwes as thoge who do not kmow -- sznd cannot know- when

Pe will returm. Hold this hove steadily before you, exhorts the grest tescher, snd

Swhide you Breidoing ‘euly dhdewt wrder the hellowed insviration of doing &6, mind your

I.

duties, even the smallest of thew, =pnd maintain s czlm, wnwavering trust in God.

"Make a quiet 1ife your ambition.” Vhoever heard of ambition that was associasted _
guietness and serenity of spirit? Lwmbition as the world knows it is = thing of flame
and furore. It marches with banpered battalions across the fields of battle and
blood. It shouls its oratory where senstors zre sedted im pompous array or crowds
are assembled in cheering galety. That brand of desires end strivine the werld kuows
il well,

this other kind; this taking of ambition and purging 1t of its selfish heat so
het 11 seeks the secrel of inner pesce, is far too 1ittle krown among the sonsg and
aughters of men, We are a nolsy crew. We have pitifully little pezce within cur
rearts because we get zo 1itile store by it. ‘
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How Christfas way of peace is simple bobl expensive. It costs us nothing, yet it cosis
ug everything. It is the way of surrender and receptivity. Tts Tirst stage is peace
with God through the forgiveness of sins. And that comes, alwsys, as s gift. Youm

don't tesr your hair to get it. This perdon, with its sttendant pesce, Christ has
provided for you through Fls stening love snddeath for you.

But cur ambitlon for guletness and tranguillity must go bevond the peace of sins for-
given. It must include the peace of a purified snd unfied personslity. 4 holy ambition
includes the ecrucifixion of the self-mind and the full enthronement of the Christ-mind,
Therein lies the deeper peace.. It ig the auieiness of the Masbter that we are to claim
and Yo cultivate. :

A Holy Ambition EBes in Oulward look Which Concerns Itself With The Ministry Of Life.
In Romans 15:20 Paul says, "I made it my ambition not tp preach the gospel where

Christls name waz slready lmown." Sines that sounds rather negative, leb me give
you the containing passage in the King James Version: "Frowm Jerusslem and round

about uwnto Illyricum I have fully vreached the gospel of Christ. Yes, zo have T
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gtrived to vpresch the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon
another man's foundation; bub as it is writien, To whom he was not spoken of, they
shall see; and they that have nol heard shall understand.™ "

Here, you see, if Paul's ambition to¢ make of his wkele 1ife s ministry laid down
upon the altar of Jesus Christ for the sske of the world that so terribly needs a
Saviour, It lg his possion Lo sharé and to serve,

This asgain; 1 beg you %o note, is the reversal of the world's notion of smbition. The
glory of Christless minds is the cheap glory of lording it over others: the splendor
of Christly souls ig the celestisl splendor of lowly service in behalf of others,

Today we nsed far more veovle with an smbition to lay down thelr lives in redemplive
ministry for the meighborheod, the community, the state, the mation, and the world.

We talk sbowhb difficyities in mervice asz though they were frustrations: Paul talked

about them as though they were challenges., We talk about our little deeds of mercy

as services that are wnnobiced and umapprecisted; Paul talked about his heroic deeds
as deserving no higher reward than the smile of the crueified Sawvicur. '

Paul had a2 triple ambitien., It was as 1f he had said; "I was smbitious to meke the
motive of my life what it cught to be: to nlease Christ; and to meke the marnner of my
1ife what it ovght to be: to live with imner celm and stesdfastness amid 511 of the
world's confusions; and teo meke the minisiry of my 1ife what it ought to be: 1o share
the love and joy of God with others whe heve never known them." Won't you mske that

Triple ambition vours now? God grant that wou shall,




